Key Research Topics for 19780 from the University of San Diego by Office of Public Information
University of San Diego
Digital USD
News Releases USD News
1979-12-07
Key Research Topics for 19780 from the University
of San Diego
Office of Public Information
Follow this and additional works at: http://digital.sandiego.edu/newsreleases
This Press Release is brought to you for free and open access by the USD News at Digital USD. It has been accepted for inclusion in News Releases by
an authorized administrator of Digital USD. For more information, please contact digital@sandiego.edu.
Digital USD Citation




OFFI CE OF PUBLIC RELATIONS 
DIRECTOR : SARA FINN 
NEWS AND PUBLICATIONS WRITER : BILL RITTER 
TELEPHONE : 714-291 -6480 / EXT. 4296 
ADDRESS : RM . 266 DE SALES HALL , ALCALA PARK, SAN DIEGO, CA 92110 
KEY RESEARCH TOPICS FOR 1980 FROM THE UNIVERSITY OF SAN DIEGO 
(Prepared for the 146th National Meeting of the American 
Association for the Advancement of Science) 
ENZYME EFFECTS: 
Sister Patricia Shaffer, Associate Professor of 
Chemistry, is researching the effects of dioxygenases, 
a class of enzyme, which play important roles in the 
biosynthesis, transformation and degradation of 
essential amino acids, sugars, nucleic acids, 
vitamins and hormones. 
CLEAN COAL BURNING: 
Dr. Donald Peterson, Professor of Physical Science, 
is consulting with the California Energy Commission 
regarding advanced coal technology and cleaner ways 
of burning coal. He is also consulting with the 
Jet Propulsion Laboratory in Pasadena regarding energy 
and the environment, and researching energy alternatives. 
SEWAGE/WATER RECYCLING: 
12-7-79 
The USD Environmental Studies Laboratory is directing 
a sewage reclamation project at the San Elijo Water 
Treatment Facility in Cardiff. The project converts 
raw sew.age--usually dumped into the nearby Pacific 
Ocean--into clean water for recreational uses, 
farming irrigation, growth of cattle feed and the 
breeding of shrimp and other small fish. 
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